
Mudbound
by Hilary Jordan
Algonquin Books of Chapel Hill, 
$13.95

In Jordan's prize-winning debut, prejudice 
takes many forms, both subtle and brutal. It is 
1946, and city-bred Laura McAllan is trying to 
raise her children on her husband's Mississippi 
Delta farm-a place she finds foreign and 
frightening. In the midst of the family's 
struggles, two young men return from the war to work the land. Jamie 
McAllan, Laura's brother-in-law, is everything her husband is not-charming, 
handsome, and haunted by his memories of combat. Ronsel Jackson, eldest 
son of the black sharecroppers who live on the McAllan farm, has come 
home with the shine of a war hero. But no matter his bravery in defense of 
his country, he is still considered less than a man in the Jim Crow South. It 
is the unlikely friendship of these brothers-in-arms that drives this powerful 
novel to its inexorable conclusion.

Where Men Win Glory
by Jon Krakauer
Doubleday, $27.95

The bestselling author of Into the Wild, Into Thin Air, 
and Under the Banner of Heaven delivers a stunning, 
eloquent account of a remarkable young man’s haunting 
journey.

Like the men whose epic stories Jon Krakauer has told in 
his previous bestsellers, Pat Tillman was an irrepressible 
individualist and iconoclast. In May 2002, Tillman walked away from his $3.6 million NFL 
contract to enlist in the United States Army. He was deeply troubled by 9/11, and he 
felt a strong moral obligation to join the fight against al-Qaeda and the Taliban. Two 
years later, he died on a desolate hillside in southeastern Afghanistan.

Though obvious to most of the two dozen soldiers on the scene that a ranger in Tillman
’s own platoon had fired the fatal shots, the Army aggressively maneuvered to keep this 
information from Tillman’s wife, other family members, and the American public for 
five weeks following his death. During this time, President Bush repeatedly invoked 
Tillman’s name to promote his administration’s foreign policy. Long after Tillman’s 
nationally televised memorial service, the Army grudgingly notified his closest relatives 
that he had “probably” been killed by friendly fire while it continued to dissemble 
about the details of his death and who was responsible.

On Hallowed Ground: The Story of Arlington National Cemetery
by Robert M. Poole
Walker & Company, $28.00

The story of how Arlington National Cemetery became 
a venerable monument to service and sacrifice.

Created towards the end of our greatest national 
crucible, the Civil War, its story--as revealed in On 
Hallowed Ground--reflects much of America's own 
over the past century and a half. The mansion at its 
heart, and the rolling land on which it sits, had been 
the family plantation of Robert E. Lee before he joined the Confederacy; strategic to 
the defense of Washington, it became a Union headquarters, a haven for freedmen, 
and a burial ground for indigent soldiers before Secretary of War Edwin Stanton made 
it the latest in the newly established national cemetery system. It would become our 
nation's most honored resting place.

Nubs: The True Story of a Mutt, a Marine & a Miracle
by Brian Dennis, Mary Nethery, Kirby Larson
Little, Brown Books for Young Readers, $17.99

Nubs, an Iraqi dog of war, never had a 
home or a person of his own. He was 
the leader of a pack of wild dogs living 
off the land and barely surviving. But 
Nubs's life changed when he met 
Marine Major Brian Dennis. The two 
formed a fast friendship, made 
stronger by Dennis's willingness to 
share his meals, offer a warm place to 
sleep, and give Nubs the kind of care and attention he had never received 
before. Nubs became part of Dennis's human "pack" until duty required the 
Marines to relocate a full 70 miles away--without him. Nubs had no way of 
knowing that Marines were not allowed to have pets.

So began an incredible journey that would take Nubs through a freezing 
desert, filled with danger tofind his friend and would lead Dennis on a 
mission that would touch the hearts of people all over the world.

Nubs and Dennis will remind readers that friendship has the power to cross 
deserts, continents, and even species.

The Collector: David Douglas and the Natural History of the Northwest
by Jack Nisbet 
Sasquatch Books, $23.95

Jack Nisbet first told the story of British explorer David Thompson, who mapped the 
Columbia River, in his acclaimed book Sources of the River, which set the standard for 
research and narrative biography for the region. Now Nisbet turns his attention to David 
Douglas, the premier botanical explorer in the Pacific Northwest and throughout other areas 
of western North America. Douglas's discoveries include hundreds of western plants--most 
notably the Douglas Fir. The Collector tracks Douglas's fascinating history, from his humble 

birth in Scotland in 1799 to his botanical training under the famed William Jackson Hooker, and details his 
adventures in North America discovering exotic new plants for the English and European market. The book takes 
readers along on Douglas's journeys into a literal brave new world of then-obscure realms from Puget Sound to the 
Sandwich Islands. In telling Douglas's story, Nisbet evokes a lost world of early exploration, pristine nature, ambition, 
and cultural and class conflict with surprisingly modern resonances.
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